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Notice of Allowability 


Application No. 

09/198,590 


Applicant(s) 

CHANDRUPATLA ET AL. 


Examiner 

Nga B. Nguyen 


Art Unit 

3684 





~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1 308. 

1 . ^ This communication is responsive to the RCE filed on December 23. 2009 . 

2. lEI The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-11. 13. 15. 16.23.36-45. and 47-49 . 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) Dan b)nSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. O Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

5. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

6. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 



Attachment(s) 

1 . □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3. 13 Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 

Paper No./Mail Date 12/23/09 
4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 

of Biological Material 



5. n Notice of Informal Patent Application 

6. □ Interview Summary (PTO-413), 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

7. O Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8. ^ Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

9. □ Other . 
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Art Unit: 3684 

DETAILED ACTION 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including tlie fee set 
fortli in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
December 23, 2009 has been entered. 

2. Claims 1-11, 13, 15, 16, 23, 36-45, and 47-49 are pending in this application. 



Allowable Subject Matter/Reasons for Allowance 
3. Claims 1,13, 15, 16, and 23 are allowed over the prior arts cited records. 
The closest prior arts are: 

1) Sawyer (US 5,828,737) discloses a bandwidth-on-demand type cellular 
telephone system wherein subscribers are charged for use of the system based in part 
on the total amount of bandwidth used to carry the subscriber communication. The 
measurements of the maximum amount of bandwidth used during predetermined time 
intervals are made during the course of each communication, with the maximum 
bandwidth measurements being summed to determine an estimate of the total amount 
of bandwidth used during the communication. The charge for the communication is then 
determined by multiplying the estimated tota\ bandwidth measurement by a charging 
rate multiplier. The periodic instantaneous bandwidth use measurements are made 
during the course of each communication. The periodically made bandwidth use 
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measurennents are sunnnned to determine an estimate of tlie total amount of 
bandwidtli used to carry tlie communication. A cliarging rate multiplier is then applied to 
the determined total bandwidth to obtain the charge incurred for the communication. 
Thus, Sawyer discloses estimating the total amount of bandwidth used during each 
communication by summing the results of periodic instantaneous bandwidth use 
measurements. As such, the network flow data in Sawyer does not include a number 
and type of packets for a flow, wherein the network flow data also includes a protocol 
type, a source and destination Internet protocol (IP) address, a next hop address, and a 
first and last timestamp of packets in the flow. 

2) Saari (US 6,338,046) discloses a system and method for determining charges 
for use of network service connections. The network includes nodes which facilitate the 
transfer of information between source and destination locations. When a connection is 
established with a node, a billing cell is transmitted to the node over the connection 
which contains billing and connection information. Data cells are transmitted over the 
same connection subsequent to the billing cell. A terminate billing cell or conventional 
means may be used to drop the connection when the connection is no longer needed. 
The node computes the cost of using the connection based on the billing and 
connection information copied from the billing cell, and may also consider the 
connection time and the amount of data transferred over the connection. Upon 
establishing a subsequent connection with another node, the previous node transmits 
the billing cell to the new node which copies the billing cell content and, after receiving 
the data cells over the new connection, performs similar connection usage 
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computations. Tliis process is repeated by eacli of tlie nodes involved in tlie transfer of 
information between tlie source and destination. Tlie nodes transmit tlieir respective 
cliarging information to a networl< billing system which generates a final bill that is 
forwarded to the user. The billing cell may be transmitted from the destination back to 
the source to verify proper operation of the billing procedure. Fixed rate and variable 
rate billing schemes may be implemented and augmented as needed by each network 
operator. Thus, the data cell in Saari does not include a number and type of packets for 
a flow, wherein the network flow data also includes a protocol type, a source and 
destination Internet protocol (IP) address, a next hop address, and a first and last 
timestamp of packets in the flow. 

Therefore, it is clear from the description of Sawyer and Saari, that the prior arts 
do not considered the possibility of: said network flow data including a number and type 
ofDacl<ets for a flow, wiierein tlie network flow data also includes a protocol type, a 
source and destination Internet protocol (IP) address, a next liop address, and a first 
and last timestamp of packets in tlie flow , as included in claims 1, 13, 15, 16, and 23. 

4. Claims (2-11), (36-45) and (47-49) are allowed because they are dependent 
claims of the allowable independent claims 1,15, and 1 6 above, in that order. 

Conclusion 

5. Claims 1-11, 13, 15, 16, 23, 36-45, and 47-49 are allowed. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to examiner Nga B. Nguyen whose telephone number is 
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(571) 272-6796. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 
9:00AM-5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kambiz Abdi can be reached on (571) 272-6702. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3600. 

7. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria VA, 22131-1450 

Or faxed to: 

(571) 273-8300 (for formal communication intended for entry), 

or 

(571) 273-6796 (for informal or draft communication, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"). 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
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Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Nga B. Nguyen/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3684 

January 25, 2010 



